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TI 1 E NUMISMATIST 


THE IDLER-GRANBERG 1804 DOLLAR 


An Unrecorded Specimen of the Great Rarity Comes to Light. 
Captain John W. Haseltine Logically Defends it as an 
“Original,” with New and Interesting Notes on a Much 
Discussed Coinage. 


OMK DAY. perhaps, tlie numismatist may have the true story 
of the 1804 U. S. Dollar coinage, lmt in the absence of records, 
and since the secret, which it undoubtedly seems, died with 
those who knew it. this much-sought information of the most 
discussed of all American coins promises to he surrounded 
with mvstery and governed hv theory until shades shall walk 
and spirits may talk. 

The 1804 Dollar was the first U. S. coin to come into the 
1 i14.l11 as a great rarity and commanding the highest price. Ibis led to theoriz- 
as to the cause of its scarcity: that which would Idl volumes has been written 
published on the subject, but excepting a part of that which has come from tlie 
pens of the numismatic student and expert, all may he classed as “fairy tales, and 
the great circulation that lias been given to "theories" has made it the most notorious 
coin of our country. 
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This coinage is once more brought into numismatic prominence by the coming 
to light ot a specimen not previously recorded among the limited number classed as 
"genuine” and "original." In the collection of the late William Idler, of Phila¬ 
delphia. which has for some months been in the process of dissemination at private 
sale and in which there were several numismatic surprises, was found an 1804 
Dollar in a perfect state of preservation. This coin was purchased some months ago 
by Mr. II. (). (Iranhcrg. the noted collector and mining expert of Oshkosh. W’is. 
Mr. (iranhcrg exhibited this coin with a number of other great rarities at the late 
convention ol the American Numismatic Association. I hat this particular coin was 
not previously recorded has very naturally called for reasons in support of the 
claims made for it. Captain John W. Ilaseltine. who is not only one of our oldest 
living numismatic experts, hut was also the son-in-law of Mr. Idler, is certainlv most 
capable ol writing on this specimen, and which he defends as genuine and original 
in the following letter to Mr. (iranberg: 

"Mu. II. (). (‘iKANia i;<;: 

"Dear Sir: Complying with your request. I will stale that the 1S04 Dollar that 
you have came from the collection 01 ihe lute- William Idler, of Philadelphia. It not 
having been known to collectors previously is not strange to those that knew him. 
IP- was a very reticent man and never eared to tell anyone about his collection or to 
slew it, even to his own sous. 

"It is a genuine silver dollar of that date, struck at the United States Mint, the 
obverse Iroin the same die that all the others known were struck from. 
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“I here arc several varieties of reverse to the known 1804 Dollar, but no variety 
of obverse, except what could be .obtained by rounding or flattening the letters and 
numerals by a skilful engraver, which 1 believe has been done on some of the 1804 
Dollars known. 

\V c find on all (or nearly all) of the early U. S. Dollars of other dates quite a 
number of varieties of reverse, and that fact does not throw any doubt upon the 
originality of any of them. Why should it on the 1804 Dollar? 

“ 1 radition (not records, for there are none in the Mint) informs us that in the 
early period of the Mint’s working, the officials were not particular what date of 
dies were used when they received a large order to strike a number of pieces. The 
dies being ot softer steel (than at present), easily cracked and broke, and having no 
hub or mother dies, they kept making new dies. Therefore, as j stated, when they 
received a large order from the Treasury Department, they selected any dies of any 
date (both obverse and reverse) that were in good condition and struck off the 
necessary number of pieces ordered. 

“You will see by my Type Table that in 1798 there were 30 different obverses of 
the dollar, with 17 reverses. No. 10 has 2 reverses; No. iS has 3; Xo. 22 has 2; No. 
14 has 2; and X’o. 26 has 5. In 1799 the same mixture of obverses and reverses on 
the dollar also occurs. Therefore, it is morally certain that the original 1804 Dollar 
is likely to have different reverses, while the so-called restrikes, with irregular letter¬ 
ing on the edge, would be almost certain ( all ) to have identical reverses. 

“About the Idler 1804 Dollar, the mere fact that it has not so even a surface, 
being slightly convex on one side and concave on the other, is greatly in its favor, 
as it only carries out the fact that they were not so particular in early times how they 
struck the coins, and I think it was owing to the planchet being a trifle too broad for 
the collar. It is exactly the same obverse as the one at the U. S. Mint. There is 
positively no authority or data knozvn for anyone to state that there were any 
restrikes of this dollar, excepting the ones with the plain edge. The Idler dollar 
shows all the lettering on the edge, while nearly all of the ones previously offered for 
sale show that the edge has been tampered with by removing some of the letters, 
presumably to make them identical and also to make them weigh the same. 

“On the reverse of all there are 12 arrows in the eagle's claw, while the Idler 
dollar has 13 arrows. The few known with different reverses, I believe, are more 
likely to be originals, particularly the ones with 13 arrows and perfectly lettered 
edges and with the stars distant from the clouds. 

“The edge of the Berg dollar has the double lettering and would he exactly like 
the so-called originals, if the letters were smoothed off or erased in the same way. 
'There is no authority for the statement ‘that the Berg dollar was struck between 
i860 and 1869,’ and 1 defy anyone to give any proof of it. 

“Forty years ago I knew that Mr. Idler had an 1804 Dollar and he bound me to 
secrecy in reference to it. as he made his electrotypes from it. 

“Mr. Chapman classifies the Davis dollar as ‘one of the originalsit carries 
with it a certificate of the U. S. Mint to that effect, lie says that he does not 
know where it is, but I do. I sold it originally to Mr. Davis, and my recollection 
of it is that it is identical with the Idler dollar. 

“'The weight of the Cohen dollar is 410^4 grains; the Idler dollar weighs 411 
and a fraction grains; and the restrike plain edge dollars weigh 381.5 grains. A very 
little wear would take otl 4 or 5 grains in weight. 

“In the restrike with plain edge the stars on reverse mostly touch the clouds; 
in the Idler dollar they do not touch, and l firmly believe that the Idler dollar is an 
original struck from the 1804 Dollar dies, and its having a different reverse die from 
any ot the others is very much in its las 01. 

“Suppose the officials in the l\ S. Mint struck off, say. half a dozen 1804 Dollars 
at a later period, say 40 years ago, would they not be almost certain to select but one 
reverse die for all of them (while at an earlier period of the working of the Mint 
we know they used different reverses with no regard as to their connection with the 
obverse ), and if the edge looked peculiar, how easy to smooth it off and erase the 
double lettering. 

“Do not pay any attention to anyone calling the Idler dollar ‘bogus or fake/ or 
insinuating that it is not from the 1804 Dollar dies, as it is a statement that cannot be 
verified and looks like a bold assertion to cover a tear that smoothing of the edges 
on the oilier dollars might cause them and their history to be more closely investi¬ 
gated. Now in closing. 1 will "take my reputation that the Idler 1804 Dollar is a 
genuine and original dollar struck trom the dies at the United Stales Mint. 

Jon x \Y. J I:\SKI.TINF.. 

Philadelphia' Fa., ()D. to. ujoN. 
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Mr. Granhcrg writes in reference to this coin: “I have examined the two 1804 
Dollars in the Mint at Philadelphia and have also secured the photographs and 
description of the ‘Dexter* dollar, and by comparison 1 am favorably impressed with 
the genuineness of the Idler dollar for the very reasons described by Captain Hasel- 
tine. A side view of ten coins, comprising the varieties of the dollars of 1800, 1801, 
iSoj, 1803 and the 1804, shows the lettering on the edge to be so much alike, both as 
to letters and spacing, that no one could pick out the 1804 from the others. This 
lettering of the edge and the thirteen arrow heads in eagle's left claw makes this 
dollar like all the genuine dollars prior to 1804, and the obverse being so clear, 
distinct and regular, w ith the star close to Y in word L 1 I>EI\TY, it has all the known 
marks of identifying this date as one more genuine than any of those differing in 
these important points/’ 

The illustration presented herewith is made from a photograph of the Idler- 
Granberg dollar. The photograph shows the coin enlarged with the identifying 
marks, particularly the thirteen arrow heads in eagle’s claw, clearly in evidence. Our 
illustration shows the coin in its natural size. 

This defense of the Idler-Cranberg coin makes the 1804 Dollar, in general, a 
subject of pertinent interest, and a discussion of all the known specimens would be 
timely. Thk Numismatist will gladly welcome for publication the conclusions of 
experts regarding the history of the 1804 Dollar in general, and notes in reference 
to the history of each recognized genuine specimen. 


The New Gold Types Defended by One Who Knows the Indian 

and the Eagle. 

Mr. J. C. Lighthouse, of Rochester, X. Y., and San Francisco, California, 
who has for months been battling with illness, writes Thk Numismatist from 
his hospital cot, in Rochester :— 

“1 have read pro and con, about our new gold pieces and I have concluded, 
that if the best designers on earth, would come and design coins, they could not 
please everybody. You are well aware that in early days most all Foreign coins 
had mottoes. Take the German coins for instance, about all had such mottoes, 
“Gott mit uns” (God with us). What is it now? It is being dropped. 1 agree 


with 

time 


President Roosevelt, that the Saint Gaudens 


designs 


$5 coins, 


wear 


trays an Indian, who is emaciated, 
as seen in real life/’ Now 1 will 
Atlantic to the Pacific, twenty-eight (28) 


about me. With 
my judgment the 


are beautiful, and as 

passes, we can remedy any discovered defects. As to the incused. $2.50 and 
I do not like them as well as the Saint Gaudens*, but 1 think they will 
belter than if in high relief. I note, one gentleman’s remarks about “por- 

totally unlike the big, strong Indian Chiefs, 
say 1 have crossed this continent from the 
times. 1 have seen about all Indian 
tribes. 1 have hunted and iished with them, and have many friends among them. 
In fact, am the only white man. who can go on a certain reservation in Wash¬ 
ington to fish and hunt, without a permission. When they heard how sick I was, 
the Chief called a council of his braves, and luul a “Row wow* 
all I have seen. 1 have yet to see a full-faced, fat Indian. In 
Indian heads on the $2.50 and $5 are line and correct Indian heads. 

As to the Eagle, will say, 1 have shot them as they swooped down upon a 
lamb, and have also shot the black eagle, they do have feathers on their feet. 
Perhaps not as many as shown on the coins, but they do have feathers. 

As to dirt, etc., gathering, have never yet seen what would be called dirty 
gold coins, as dirt will not stick to gold, like it will to copper and silver. 1 

know this to be true, as all our money is gold on the Pacinc coast, except for 

clhiiKjc. As to the stacking of gold coins, all banks on the Pacific 

boxes that will hold so many tiers, and so many thousand dollars in a 

tier has a sliding partition, and when a tier is paid out, the partition 
and the next tier is at hand. These boxes generally hold $2,000 to 
$5*000 box will weigh over 20 lbs., and no coins can possibly fall, 
them time and again, as 1 had two banks in my building and know 
speak. 

J. C. Lidimiursi-:. 

Rochester, N. Y., Mar. 2, 1900. 


coast, have 
box. Each 
is removed 
$5,0(\). A 
Have seen 
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